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ORREN  RANDOLPH  S.MITH. 

Born  ix  Warren  County,  North  Carolina, 
December  18,  1827. 
Member  of  Company  "H,"  1st  N.  C.  Regiment  of 
x^ilunteers. 
War  With  Mexico  1847. 
Captain  in  U.  S.  Army  in  Utah,  1858, 
UNDER  Albert  Sidney  Johnston. 
Member  of  Company  "B,"  2nd  N.  C.  Battalion  C.  8.  A. 
Later  ALuor  in  Commlssary  Department, 
with  Headqx\\rters  at  ^Marion,  S.  C. 
Designer  of  "The  Stars  and  Bars,"  which  was  adopted 
BY  THE  Confederate  States  Congress,  March  4,  1861. 
Died  at  Henderson,  N.  C,  March  3,  1913. 


Designed  February  12,  1S61, 

by 

ORREN  RANDOLPH  SMl'lTI. 


THE  STARS  AND  BARS 

By 
Orren  Randolph  Smith 


When  the  Flag  Committee  read  their  report,  a\\arding 
the  honor  of  designing  the  Stars  and  Bars  to  Ori-en  Ran- 
dolph Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  a  large  silk  flag  was  pre- 
sented to  his  old  comrades  and  Gen.  Julian  S.  Carr,  Com- 
mander of  the  North  Carolina  Division,  "U.  C.  V.,"  read 
the  following  speech,  which  Major  Smith  had  written  in 
1912  when  he  hoped  to  give  the  flag  and  make  the  speech, 
but  his  health  failed  and  he  died  March,  1913. 

Mr,  Commander,  Women  of  the  South,  Friends  All: 

Fifty-one  years  ago.  North  Carolina  gave  to  Dixie  the 
first  National  Flag  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

The  repiesentatives  of  the  se\'en  States  which  had 
seceded,  were  gathered  at  Montgomery,  Alabama,  when 
they  decided  to  ''Go  it  alone"  if  necessary  and  organize 
a  NEW  COUNTRY,  with  a  New  Flag.  They  formed  a 
Constitution  of  "Native  White  Citizens,"  and  advertised 
for  a  flag. 

In  1855-56,  I  was  living  at  Warren,  Ohio,  the  haad- 
quarters  of  the  underground  railroad,  and  from  that  time, 
I  kept  in  touch  with  all  the  great  events  that  FORCED 
US  INTO  THE  WAR.     I  was  an  original  secessionist. 

Having  been  with  Taylor  in  1846-48,  in  that  Wai-  that 
gave  the  Southwest,  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Pacific 
to  the  United  States,  and  with  Albert  Sidney  Johnston,  in 
Utah  in  1858,  I  knew  that  a  soldier's  flag  should  have  the 
deepest,  truest  significance,  not  be  simply  a  blending  of 
bright  colors.  His  flag  is  his  inspiration.  It  stands  for 
HOME,  KINDRED  AND  COUNTRY.  It  had  so  much 
meaning  to  me,  I  hoped  my  flag  would  tell  its  story  to  all 
who  saw  it.  So  when  I  i-ead  the  advertisement,  "Flag 
Wanted,"  I  was  ready. 


6 

Til  ISOl,  1  was  liN'inii-  in  Loiiishiu'f;;.  Xoi'tli  Carolina,  and 
I  went  to  my  ol<l  l'ii<'n<l.  Miss  l^ccky  Aluiphv,  (now  AIi's. 
W.  n.  \\'inl)oni(',  of  \\'ilson,  \o)'th  Cai'olina)  and  askcMl 
luT  to  put  llic  slitclics  in  a  little  lia.i;'  I'ov  inc.  and  1  tore  the 
I^ars  an<l  cnt  IIk/  Slais  while  she  sewed. 

Tlio  idea  of  ]\\y  iinv^  I  took  fi'oni  the  Trinity.  Thret^  in 
One.      The  Three  P)ars  w(M'e  State,  (  "lun'eh  and  Pi'ess. 

Red  re})r(^sented  State:  I.eiiislatix'e,  .ludieiary  and 
Exeeuti\'e:  A\'liite  lor  ('hurch,  I'^ather,  Son  and  Holy 
Ohost:  Iv(mI,  Ioi'  Press:  l-Veedoin  of  Sjieech,  Freedom  of 
( 'onseienee,  Libert  \-  of  Press,  all  bound  to>2;ethei'  by  a  field 
of  blue,  the  heavens  o\er  all,  beai'inji  a  star  for  eaeii  State 
in  the  Confederation.  The  sex'en  white  stai's,  all  the  same 
siz(\  wei'e  placed  in  a  circle,  showin*i  that  (^ach  State  had 
('((ual  Rights  and  Pri\i!e<;<'s,  ii'res])ecti\'e  of  size  oi'  ])o])ula- 
tion.  The  circle  ha\in.ii  neithei'  head  nor  foot,  si<2;nitie<l 
"You  defend  Me  and  I'll  i)rotect  YOT. " 

If  you  had  l)een  in  my  ])lace,  would  you  not  ha\e  wanted 
one  of  youi'  flags  to  float  in  th(>  bi'eeze,  whether  the  "Flag 
Connnittfe"  acce|ited  your  design  oi'  not,  when  you  had 
given  so  nuich  time  and  thought,  the  best  that  was  in  voii, 
to  it? 

Aftei'  the  model  was  gone  I  asked  Miss  Ahupliy  to  make 
me  a  larg(^  flag,  nine  by  tweh'e  feet,  and  it  was  on  Monday, 
March  the  (Mgiiteenth,  ISti],  that  I  raised  this  large  flag 
to  the  to])  of  a  ])ole  one  hundied  feet  high,  on  the  cornei 
of  the  Court  House  Scjuare,  in  Fouisburg,  the  County 
Seat  of  Franklin,  North  Cai-olina. 

The  chess  goods  for  both  mod(d  and  lai'ge  flag  1  bought 
from  Barrow's  stole,  and  the  two  men  that  helped  me  the 
most  and  were  the  most  interested  in  the  flags,  were  W.  J. 
(Jieen,  Colonel  C.  S.  A.,  and  Algy  Strother.  now  living  in 
Fouisburg. 

The  ])ole  I  made  by  s])liciug  two  tall  saj)lings,  gotten 
from  my  mother's  i)lantation,  Ave  miles  from  town. 

Over  the  large  flag  1  had  a  long  blue  streamer,  such  as 
an  Admiral  uses  on  his  shi])  when  homeward  bound,  and 
on  this  1  had  a  star  for  the  Old  Nortli  State,  for  though  she 
did  not  secede  until  May  20th,  I  knew  she  was  "Home- 
ward bound. " 

March  IStli,  18G1  was  a  Great  Day  for  Fouisburg,  the 
town  was  filled  witli  i)eople  from  miles  aroimd. 

This  is  th(^  story  of  the  "Old  Secesh  Flag,"  the  Stars 
and  l^ars,  1h(>  i^'lag  that  led  the  M(Mi  in  (Ira.v  through  tlie 


most  difficult  wai'faiv  and  against  the  gi'patest  ovci  told 
of  in  histoi'v. 

This  was  the  first  National  Flag  and  until  aftei'  Manas- 
sas, when  it  was  decided  to  use  Beauregard's  flag  in  Battle 
it  was  The  Only  Flag  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

It  is  the  Flag  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy 
have  honored  above  ALL  OTHERS,  it  will  never  be 
furled  as  long  as  th(>re  is  a  "Daughter"  to  wear  hei'  "U. 
D.  C\"  badge,  and  so  keep  alive  the  "STARS  AND 
BARS." 

To-day  it  leads  the  Southern  Memorial  Association  and 
"The  Daughters"  in  all  their  Great  Battles  for  the  right, 
raising  monuments  to  oui'  dead  conu'ades  at  Shiloh, 
Arlington,  Gettysburg  and  all  over  the  country  where  lie 
those  who  gave  their  lives  for  Our  Cause,  and  by  meeting 
with  us  upon  such  occasions  as  this,  they  bring  to  us,  "the 
days  of  pleasantness  and  peace." 

Women  of  the  South,  You  Southern  Queens,  Queens 
of  the  World,  did  you  know  that  the  corner  stone  of  your 
great  organizations,  as  well  as  your  badge  was  a  gift  of  the 
Old  North  State?     It  is  true.  ' 

The  corner  stone  was  laid  when  the  Women  of  Warren 
County  (all  the  men  were  at  "the  front")  began  their 
monument  to  mark  the  grave  of  Anne  Carter  Lee,  daughter 
of  Our  Beloved  Chieftain,  who  died  at  Jones'  Springs,  1862. 

James  Barron  Hope  was  the  orator  for  the  day.  The 
Monument  was  of  Warren  County  Granite,  carved  by  a 
Warren  County  man,  detailed  for  this  work,  and  the 
finishing  touch,  placing  the  capstone  in  position,  was  done 
by  the  Warren  County  man  before  you. 

The  South  had  more  to  do  with  the  making  of  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  than  did  the  North.  We,  of  Dixie,  loved  Old 
Glory.  Did  not  thousands  of  us  march  under  hei'  folds 
in  the  War  w^ith  Mexico,  ready  to  sacrifice  ALL  for  her 
Honor  and  Her  Glory? 

That  was  why  I  wanted  to  use  her  colors  in  the  Flag 
for  the  South.  I  took  the  idea  of  adding  a  star  foi-  each 
State  that  jomed  the  Confederacy  from  that  other 
Southern  man,  Washington. 

We,  people  of  Dixie,  are  richer  for  having  two  flags. 
One  brings  to  us  the  blessed  dreams  and  memories  of  our 
vouth,  the  Stars  and  Bars,  the  other  stands  for  OUR 
COUNTRY,  to  live  for,  if  need  be  to  die  for,  The  Stars 
and  Stripes. 


In  the  sixties,  some  Americans  woi-e  Blue,  some  wore 
Clray,  ALL  OUR  BOYS  WIvVK  KHAKL  '•  .Aliiuite  Men, "' 
Heady!     at  their  country's  call. 

The  Stars  and  Bai's  is  Dixie's  Flaji  alone.  It  is  a 
])r('ci()us  leiiacy,  ("omrades.  toiti  and  shattered  by  sliot 
and  shell,  darkene(|  hy  the  blood  of  our  ))est  and  l)ra\'est. 
They  «;a\'e  theii'  hves  that  it  may  be  "The  Stainless 
Bannei'. "  In  memory  of  tlu^  little  flaji  1  sent  to  Alont- 
^'omery,  February,  IStil,  in  memory  of  All  that  it  means 
to  me,  I  t;i\('  this  flaK,  ^Mi'-  ( 'ommandei',  to  YOU.  Will 
you  take  it  in  your  hands  for  my  old  ('omrades?  May  I 
ho])e  that  it  will  be  us(m1  at  future  Pvcunions?  Old  Com- 
rades, wherex'er  \-ou  see  this  Pdag,  won't  you  gWe  a  thought 
to  the  old,  old  man.  gi'a>'  of  head  as  well  as  of  unifoi'm,  who 
gaA-(>  it,  the  best  of  his  heart  and  brain,  TO  YOL\ 

A\  hen  tluit  man  whom  Xoi'th  Carolina,  fi'oni  Currituck 
to  ( 'herokee,  loves,  honoi's  and  reveres,  that  man  among 
millions,  OUR  .Jll>E  CARIL  introduced  me  at  Our 
Reunion  at  Norfolk  as  the  man  through  whom  the  Old 
Noi'th  State  ga\'e  tlie  Stars  and  Bars  to  the  Confederacy,  I 
tohl  the  story  as  I  have  told  it  to-day.  I  may  never  tell 
it  again,  and  though  I  did  not  die  by  shot  or  shell,  I  have 
tried  to  li\'e,  that  it  may  l)e  truly  said,  wh(>n  I  answei'  Our 
(ireat  Ca])tain's  call.  "Dead  on  the  Field  of  Honor." 

Conu'ades,  I  wish  1  could  once  more  hear  the  Old  Rebel 
Yellfoi  My  Flag, 

Your  Flag, 

Our  Flag, 
THE  STARS  AND  BARS. 


[A  true  copy.] 

From  Minutes  of  Sixteenth  Annual  Con\ention 
OF  THE  Confederated  Southern  Memorial  Associa- 
tion, HELD  AT  Richmond,  Va.,  June  1,  2,  3,  1915. 

June  3,  1915. 

REPORT  OF  THE  STARS  AND  BARS  C^OMMITTEE. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Confederated  Southern 
Memorial  Association  : 

The  Chairman  of  your  Comniittee  reports  that  all 
available  research  has  been  made  from  testimony  sub- 
mitted, and  begs  leave  to  report  that  the  Committee  finds 
no  other  claim  so  well  supported  as  that  made  in  behalf 
of  Major  Orren  Randolph  Smith,  late  of  Louisburg,  N. 
C,  and  believe  that  the  honor  of  designing  the  Confeder- 
ate Flag  known  as  the  "Stars  and  Bars "  rightfully  belongs 
to  the  said  Major  Orren  Randolph  Smith.  We  wish  here 
to  speak  in  praise  of  the  filial  piety  of  Miss  Jessica  Smith, 
who  has  been  so  untiring  in  her  zeal  to  place  this  laurel  to 
the  memory  of  her  revered  father. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

M.  Louise  Benton  Bankston, 

Chairma7i. 
Mrs.  S.  H.  George. 
Mrs.  R.  G.  Harris. 

Report  of  Committee  endorsing  claim  of  Major  Orren 
Randolph  Smitli  as  designer  of  the  "Stars  and  Bars"  was 
adopted. 

The  above  committee  was  appointed  by  Mrs.  W.  J. 
Behan,  President  General  of  the  Confederated  Southern 
Memorial  Association,  who  loyally  and  faithfully  served 
this  Association  for  eighteen  years  until  the  time  of  her 
death  July  28,  1918. 

(Miss)  Daisy  M.  L.  Hodgson, 

Recording  Secretary-General, 
C.  S.  M.  A. 


Resolution  No.  21. 


H.  R.  1390 
S.  R.  115S 


Joint  Resolution  in  Regard  to  the  Origin  of  the 
Flag  of  The  Confederate   States  of  America, 


RESOLVED  BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT A- 
TI\T.S,  THE  SENATE  CONCURRING: 

Whereas,  a  Coniinittee  of  the  United  Confederate 
Veterans  was  appointed  in  1914,  to  investigate  the  date, 
origin,  etc.,  of  the  First  Flag,  adopted  by  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  and  the  said  coniniittee,  after  thorough- 
ly in^'estigating  the  evidence  submitted,  reported  at  the 
reunion,  held  in  Richmond,  Virginia,  1915,  that  the  first 
flag  known  as  ' '  The  Stars  and  Bars ' '  was  designed  by  the 
late  Major  Orren  Randolph  Smith,  of  North  Carolina, 
and  that  the  said  design  being  transmitted  to  the  Confed- 
erate States  Congress,  sitting  at  Montgomery,  Alabama, 
was  duly  adopted  by  that  body,  Alarch  4,  1861 ;  and  that 
said  flag  was  first  displayed  in  this  state  by  being  hoisted 
to  the  mast  head  of  a  flag  pole  in  the  town  of  Louisburg, 
North  Carolina,  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1861,  and  that 
a  copy  of  the  same  was  presented  on  the  27th  day  of  April, 
1861,  by  the  ladies  of  Louisburg,  North  Carolina,  to  the 
Fianklin  Rifles,  commanded  by  Capt.  W.  F.  Green,  which 
company  was  later  known  as  Company  "  K, "  of  the  Third 
North  Carolina  Regiment; 

Now  therefore,  the  report  of  the  said  committee  of  the 
United  Confederate  Veterans  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  LTnited  Confederate  Veterans  at  Rich- 
mond, June  2nd,  1915,  expresses  our  belief  of  the  true 
historical  facts,  and  the  said  report  is  endorsed  and  ratified 
by  this  General  Assembly. 

Ratified  this  the  26th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1917. 

Introduced  by  Mr.  W.  N.  Everett  in  the  Senate. 
Introduced  by  Messrs  Gray  R.  King  and  S.  A.  Newell 
in  the  House. 
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The    FoLLOwiNCi    Report   on    the    Designer   of   the 
Stars  and  Bars  was  presented  by  Col.  B.  \\'. 
Green,  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.: 

To  (Iw   United  Confederate   Veterans  in  Convention 

Asse7nbled  at  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  Septernher  2o,   l!)iS. 

Comrades : 

Your  Committee,  appointed  to  consider  any  and  all 
new  evidence  relative  to  the  designing  and  making  of  the 
Flag  connnonly  known  as  the  Stars  and  Bars,  and  who  is 
properly  and  rightfully  entitled  to  the  honor  of  its  con- 
ception, design  and  execution  as  the  original  maker, 
designer  and  originator,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  they  have  considered  all  new  evidence  which  has 
been  placed  in  their  hands,  and,  after  careful,  full  and 
complete  im-estigation  of  all  such  evidence  and  having 
fully  read  and  digested  all  reports  heretofore  made  by 
committees  which  you  have  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
we  find  that  it  will  not  be  wise  or  advisable  to,  in  anj-  waj", 
manner,  shape  or  form,  change  or  alter  in  any  respect 
whatever  the  report  heretofore  made  you  by  your  Com- 
mittee appointed  under  special  order  No.  30,  September 
14,  1914,  and  who  reported  at  length  to  you  in  convention 
assembled  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  in  June,  1915,  in  which 
report  your  said  Committee  gave  and  conceded  the  honor 
and  fact  of  designing  and  making  said  flag  known  as  Stars 
and  Bars  to  Major  Orren  Randolph  Smith,  of  Louisburg, 
North  Carolina,  and  we,  your  Committee,  as  above  set 
out,  do  most  heartily  concur  in  said  report  as  made  and 
delivered  to  you  as  aforesaid  b}'  your  said  Committee  at 
the  Richmond  Reunion,  1915. 

Respectfullj"  submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

(Sgd.)     B.  W.  Green. 

On  motion,  it  was  unanimously  received,  approved  and 
filed. 

(Sgd.)     Wm.  E.  Mickle, 
Adjt.  Gen.  and  Chief  of  Staff. 
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